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Introduction

Jeremiah 29:1, 4 — These are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the prophet
sent from Jerusalem to the surviving elders of the exiles, and to the priests, the
prophets, and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from
Jerusalem to Babylon. ... “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all
the exiles whom | have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:”

1. down in the city.

Jeremiah 29:5-6 — Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their
produce. °Take wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons,
and give your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and
daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease.

1 Peter 2:11-12 - Beloved, | urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from
the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. ?Keep your
conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you
as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of
visitation.

Matthew 5:44-45a — But | say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you, *°so that you may be sons of your Father who is in
heaven.

2. and for the ‘shalom’ of
the city.

Jeremiah 29:7 — But seek the welfare of the city where | have sent you into
exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your
welfare.”

James 1:27 - Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is
this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself
unstained from the world.

Isaiah 58:6-8 — “Is not this the fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of
wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and
to break every yoke? ’Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring
the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover him,
and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 8Then shall your light break
forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up speedily; your
righteousness shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear
guard.

1 Timothy 2:1-3 - First of all, then, | urge that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, *for kings and all
who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly
and dignified in every way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God
our Savior.

yourselves from the ways of the city.

Jeremiah 29:8-9 — For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not
let your prophets and your diviners who are among you deceive you, and do
not listen to the dreams that they dream, ° for it is a lie that they are
prophesying to you in my name; | did not send them, declares the Lord.

Philippians 3:20 — But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

John 17:15 - | do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you
keep them from the evil one.

Revelation 21:3-4 — And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and
they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. “He
will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former
things have passed away.”

Conclusion — Jeremiah 29:10-14



