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Introduction 
 

“In His holy flirtation with the world, God occasionally drops a handkerchief. 
These handkerchiefs are called Saints.  God, the shy and proper lover whose 
heart has been stolen away by the world, drops a handkerchief in the pure, naïve 
hope that the world, that someone, will notice and pick it up and give it back and 
in so doing notice God and fall madly in love with God and talk with God, laugh 
with God, cry with God, even fight with God and fall asleep in His embrace.”  
(Buechner, 1993) 

 
I. For the _____________________ of God.  

 
Psalm 67:3-4 - Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity 
and guide the nations upon earth. 
 
Revelation 7:10-12 - And crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to 
our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels were 
standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, 
and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power 
and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 

 
II. For our _____________________ in the race.  

 
Hebrews 12:1-2 - Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, 
and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, 
the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 
 
Revelation 7:13-15 - Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are 
these, clothed in white robes, and from where have they come?” I said to him, 
“Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the great 
tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb.  “Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve him day 
and night in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with 
his presence. 
 

Revelation 6:9-10 - When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the 
souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they 
had borne.  They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, 
how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on 
the earth?” 

 
III. For our _____________________.  

 
Revelation 7:16-17 - They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; the 
sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in the midst of 
the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living 
water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 
Revelation 22:1-2 - Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, 
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb through the 
middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life 
with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the 
tree were for the healing of the nations.  
 
Revelation 21:4-5 - He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death 
shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the former things have passed away.”  And he who was seated 
on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write 
this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  

 
IV. For the widening of the _____________________.  

 
Revelation 5:9-14 - And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take 
the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you 
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and 
nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they 
shall reign on the earth.” 
 

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands 
of thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to 
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 
blessing!” 
 

And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in 
the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to 
the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”  And 
the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

 
Conclusion 


